Book reviews
Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat edited by W G Scott-Brown, John Ballantyne and John Groves Volume 1 pp xviii +792 illustrated Volume 2 pp xviii+838 illustrated 2nded £17 15s per set London: Butterworths 1965 The editors and contributors to the text of these volumes are to be congratulated on the excellence of their end result. Here is not merely another contribution to the literature of otolaryngology, but one of outstanding merit to British surgical culture.
The claims made for the books' usefulness to undergraduates and postgraduates working for higher examinations are more than justified. They can be read with benefit by anybody who practises the specialty, be he tyro or master. Perhaps many outside our specialty would derive benefit from a perusal of the work, if only to realize that otolaryngology is anything but a contracting specialty.
The material in the text is presented on good paper and the type is easy to read. The volumes, even though containing some 800 pages each, are not difficult to handle. The extensive bibliography appended to each subsection is a great help to anyone wanting to study one subject, and adds to the books' value as works of reference. There are sections dealing with the many medical and surgical aspects of otolaryngology, including the treatment of malignant disease by ionizing radiations and cytotoxic drugs, as well as the standard operative surgical techniques in this field. The critical assessment of the various methods is accurate and supported by adequate and authentic statistics.
The surgical developments and advances of the last decade are well described. Amongst these, special mention should be made of the chapters on otosclerosis and its surgical treatment. Transsphenoidal hypophysectomy is one of the new features included. Chapters on the handling of deaf children, from diagnostic methods to a consideration of their education, are full and adequate for a textbook of this type. The prominence given to the physiology of hearing and audiological problems brings the specialty of otology into proper perspective.
Most of the diagrams and illustrations are good, but there is generally some unevenness in their standard.
With increasing importance of noise and, particularly, of industrial noise in the modern world, it is pleasing to see very special attention being paid to acoustic trauma.
There is a certain amount of overlapping in some sections, but this is inevitable when there are so many contributors and does not detract from the value of the publications.
VICTOR LAMBERT
Medical Disorders in Obstetric Practice by Cyril G Barnes MD FRCP 2nd ed pp ix+434 illustrated 50s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1965 The second edition of Dr Barnes's book appears only three years after the first. It includes discussion of most important medical aspects of pregnancy except toxaemia which the obstetrician 'regards as entirely his own concern' (perhaps it is now somebody else's turn?) Dr Barnes has had enormous experience, having been physician to Queen Charlotte's Hospital for a quarter of a century during which 125,000 women have been delivered there. In this book he has been helped by colleagues in the chapters on psychiatric and dermatological disorders and venereal diseases.
There has been a gap in the literature on medical aspects of pregnancy which this book goes some way towards filling. It is clear, well written and precise but it tends to be dogmatic. There are many occasions on which one would have welcomed more detailed discussion of evidence; perhaps Dr Barnes felt that this would reduce the book's value for the obstetric and medical registrars for whom it is primarily intended. 'The purpose of this volume is to facilitate the identification of aspergilli by providing descriptions of recognized species together with appro-
